
It is easy today for those who name the Name of Christ to feel like salmon swimming upstream 
against a raging current.  On almost every front and in every segment of society, evil is 
trumpeted as good, and good is demeaned as evil.  God created man and woman, two genders; 
man now claims there are at least 112.  Marriage was designed by God to be the union of a 
biological male and a biological female for life.  That I have to identify men and women in such 
terms was unthinkable just a few years ago.  Society treats marriage as a social construct that 
doesn’t even require two people.  Children are no longer viewed by society as a blessing from 
the Lord.  To many, they are either an inconvenience, an imposition, or an impediment that 
crimps a profligate lifestyle or a means to additional governmental financial support, and 
millions of children are either aborted or abused.  Tolerance is the flavor of the day, but only as 
long as the view expressed lines up with the new social mores.  Religion is welcomed, as long as 
it is not evangelical Christianity.  And any attempt to stand for God’s statements of truth and 
morality are shouted down and viewed as hate speech and bigotry.  Many proclaim that truth is 
relative, only to be found in the eye of the beholder, unless of course one asserts God’s Word to 
be true, in which case that person and those claims are absolutely wrong.  Perversion is 
celebrated, and righteousness is condemned.   

 

That these things are occurring is true, but that is not the only truth.  The Apostle Paul was a man 
who had extensive personal experience with persecution and opposition, yet he wrote under the 
inspiration of the Holy Spirit in Romans 8:31, “What then shall we say to these things?  If God is 
for us, who is against us?”  In Paul’s theology, God is absolutely sovereign over the earth and all 
the affairs of mankind, and He is not just personally interested in each of His adopted children, 
He is actively working in and through each one.  In fact, the question as posed is rhetorical; it 
doesn’t require a stated answer because the answer is so obvious.  God’s power cannot be 
challenged, so who can withstand His ways, or who can thwart His desires?  God cannot be 
threatened, and He has no match or equal.  It is useful to remember the acronym BELOW: there 
is none beside God; there is none else; there is none like Him; there is none other; there is none 
with Him.  If God is in favor of us, His children, then His favor, His advocacy, far surpasses any 
opposition or threat of opposition, even by the devil himself.  And our ability to live in a godly 
manner in the face of a steadfast enemy is not just barely sufficient.  Even when enduring 
tribulation, or distress (the term means pressure and is used to describe the crushing of the olive 
or grape), or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword, we overwhelmingly 
conquer through Him who loved us.  In other words, even when we are denied basic necessities 
for life such as food and clothing, or though we face active persecution leading to danger and 
even death, we are empowered by the Holy Spirit to withstand and overcome those 
circumstances by responding as Jesus did.  And make no mistake, all who desire to live godly in 
Christ Jesus will suffer persecution (2 Tim. 3:12).  We should not be surprised at all to be 
disregarded and even reviled, but we must remember to react as our Savior did, not reviling in 
return or pronouncing a curse, but instead giving a blessing, being peaceable, gentle, and 
humble. 

 



Today, you will be receiving instruction and shown examples of how to be an advocate for good 
to those in political power or to those who have political influence.  Some you meet will be 
fellow believers, those who know what it is to swim upstream.  Be an encouragement to them; let 
them know they do not labor alone or in vain.  Pray for them, that their faith would be 
strengthened and not fail.  Many others you will meet are enemies of the cross of Christ.  
Remember that they are like we once were, enslaved to the devil and to his desires, enslaved to 
the fear of death and judgment.  It is not our place to condemn them; that is Jesus’ role.  We are 
to be salt and light.  We are to deal kindly with them, patient when wronged, in gentleness 
pointing them to the truth, demonstrating to them the love of God.  Pray for them, that God 
would open their eyes, that they may come to their senses and repent and be rescued from the 
wrath to come. 

 

God has raised up many in the past in their day, in their time, in their place, in their culture.  
Some were willing, like Joshua and Samuel.  Some needed to be persuaded, like Moses, and 
some were even unwilling, like Jonah.  This is our day; this is our time to be valiant for truth, to 
be unashamed of the gospel of Christ and its practical applications in our society, to endure 
hardship as good soldiers of Christ, to be unintimidated by those who loudly shout the lies by 
which they have been deceived, to be unafraid of what men might do.   

 

I am not a prophet or the son of a prophet.  I do not know what the immediate future holds for 
our state and for our country.  It may be that God will bring a massive revival in our land, that 
many would turn to Him and be saved, and that our nation would be as in our pledge, one nation 
under God.  It may be that our decline will be unhindered and that our nation will fall completely 
under God’s judgment, and who knows what that would entail?  That is known only to God. Let 
us be faithful to His Word and to His work, and let us live in such a manner that people will see 
our good works and glorify our Father in heaven.  God is for us; who can be against us? 

 

 

 

 

  


