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Homeschool SAT Scores for 2014 Higher Than National Average
By Brian D. Ray, Ph.D., June 7, 2016
The SAT 2014 test scores of college-bound homeschool students were higher than the national
average of all college-bound seniors that same year. Some 13,549 homeschool seniors had the
following mean scores: 567 in critical reading, 521 in mathematics, and 535 in writing (College
Board, 2014a). The mean SAT scores for all college-bound seniors in 2014 were 497 in critical
reading, 513 in mathematics, and 487 in writing (College Board, 2014b). The homeschool students’
SAT scores were 0.61 standard deviation higher in reading, 0.26 standard deviation higher in
mathematics, and 0.42 standard deviation higher in writing than those of all college-bound seniors
taking the SAT, and these are notably large differences.
There were some demographic differences between homeschool students and all students taken
together. First, the family incomes of the homeschool students were similar to those of all students.
Regarding ethnicity, for example, 72 percent of the homeschool students were White, 5 percent
were Asian, Asian American, or Pacific Islander, and 4 percent were Black or African American,
while of all college-bound seniors, the corresponding percentages were 49, 12, and 13. The average
highest level of parental education was notably higher for the homeschool students than for all
students.
This point-in-time description of SAT scores simply shows that the test scores of homeschool
students are higher than the national average for all students. No careful analysis has been done of
these scores to determine whether certain background variables might statistically explain the
differences in scores. These relatively high SAT scores of home-educated students are consistent
with their high SAT scores in preceding research and with research findings on the overall success
of college students who were home educated (Gloeckner & Jones, 2013; Murphy, 2012; Ray &
Eagleson, 2008).
Visit www.nheri.org to read the study.
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