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Resources

To view slides, forms, and documents
from this session visit:
www.fpmca.org/psrequirements 
or the QR code.



Education

What does God Say?



1986-87

Homeschool 
Bill

2018
Turpin Case

AB 2756 & AB 29261997-98
Montoya Act and 

subsequent 
cleanup bill

Exempts parents working 
exclusively with their own 

children from a school 
employee background 

check 

Also acknowledged reality 
of homeschooling under 
California private school 

exemption

2008
Jonathan L. case

In a miraculous overturning 
of their own previous 

ruling, an appeals court in 
Southern California ruled in 

favor of the legality of 
private home education…

….specifically, because of 
the language in the 

Montoya Cleanup Bill

Major Homeschool Battles in California



The Need for Current Research

2002 Research 
Study:

“Customization 
through 

homeschooling”

2005 Research 
Study:

“A homeschool 
research story”

2008 Research 
Study:

“Bibliography of 
research on 

homeschooling: 
International”

2022 Research 
Study:

“Homeschooling 
in California and 

Nationwide”



The Reasons for Homeschooling



The Rising Number of Homeschoolers



Homeschool Academic Achievement



Education

What does God Say?



“The Bible is authoritative on 
everything of which it speaks. 
Moreover, it speaks of everything.”

― Cornelius Van Til

Professor/Christian Apologist

What Does God Say?



“And whatever you do, in word or deed, do 
EVERYTHING in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father 

through him”. 
- Colossians 3:17

Education also must be done for Jesus.

Everything must be done for God’s Glory



For from him and through him and to him are all 
things. To him be glory forever. Amen.

- Romans 11:36

What Does Scripture Say?



“Blessed is the man who walks not in the 
counsel of the ungodly, nor stands in the way 
of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the mocker. 
But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in 
his law he meditates day and night”.

- Psalm 1:1-2

What Does God Forbid in Education?



“The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom: and the 
knowledge of the holy is understanding.”

- Proverbs 9:10

What Does Scripture Say?



“Learn not the way of the heathen”.

- Jeremiah 10:2

What Does God Forbid in Education?



Who is to be the primary authority and 
the main influencer and guide regarding a 

child’s education?

What does God say?

Who Should Teach Our Children?



Deuteronomy 6:6-7 - “These words, which I am 

commanding you today, shall be on your heart. 

You shall teach them diligently to your children, 

and shall talk of them when you sit in your 

house, and when you walk by the way, and 

when you lie down, and when you rise.”

Biblical Mandate



“And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, 
but bring them up in the training and admonition of the 

Lord”.
- Ephesians 6:4

Is Schooling Mentioned in the Bible?



1 Corinthians 15
For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins according to the 

scriptures, and that he was buried and, that he was raised 
on the third day according to the scriptures.

Christian Vs. Non-Christian Education



“Most Christians believe God doesn’t care, one way or the 

other, how our children are schooled or what methods we 

employ”. 

- Israel Wayne

Does God Have an Opinion?



“There is no such thing as a neutral education. Every 
education, every curriculum, has a viewpoint. That viewpoint 
either considers God in it or it does not.”

- Dr. R.C. Sproul

Notable Quotes



“ I greatly fear the high schools are nothing but great gates of 

hell, unless they diligently study the Holy Scriptures and teach 

them to the young people.”

 - Martin Luther (1483-1546)

Notable Quotes



“There is no neutral ground in all the universe: every square 

inch, every split-second is claimed by God and counterclaimed 

by Satan”. 

-  C.S. Lewis (1898-1963)

Notable Quotes



“There is not a square inch in the whole domain of human 

existence over which Christ, who is Sovereign over all, does not  

cry: ‘Mine!’”

- Abraham Kuyper (1837-1920)

Notable Quotes



“There are no morally neutral subjects. Everything in all of 
creation reflects the Creator and tells a story about the Fall of 
man and God’s ultimate redemption of our fallen world 
through the shed blood of Christ”.

- Israel Wayne

Education With a Biblical Worldview



“I call this ‘Thinking Christian.’ There is a correct Christian way 
of thinking about geology, biology, astronomy, physics, 
chemistry, art, music, psychology, history, language, politics, 
etc., etc.”

- Ken Ham

Education With a Biblical Worldview



“People need to be brought back to thinking correctly, by 

building their thinking on the only true foundation – the 

Creator of all things.”

- Ken Ham

Education With a Biblical Worldview



“And this correct way must start with the revealed Word of the 

Creator God and this His foundational principles.”

- Ken Ham

Education With a Biblical Worldview



•Non-Christians believe that the universe has created God. They 
have a finite god. They have a finite universe. Non-Christians 
therefore are not concerned with bringing the child face to face 
with God. They want to bring the child face to face with the 
universe. Non-Christian education is Godless education. 

•Christians believe that God has created the universe. What is of 
most importance to us in education, that which is absolutely 
indispensable to us, is left out entirely.

Van Til

Christian Education vs Non-Christian Education



Tips and Tricks to Save on Costs

Homeschooling is about discipleship. It is about God changing the hearts of 

the parents and children to conform us all into the image of Christ. There 

aren’t any shortcuts to reaching that end. To the best of our ability, we 

should embrace the call to lay down our lives for our own children and 

model the life of Christ, on a full-time basis, in front of them.

Israel Wayne

Homeschooling is About Discipleship



California School Options



California School Options



California School Options



California School Options



Three Jurisdictions Of Government



God has ordained parents to be the 

primary caregivers and teachers of their 

children.  

That is part of Family Government.

What Does Scripture Say?



Public vs. Private



Compulsory Attendance

• Compulsory Attendance Age in California is 6-18

• If your child will be 6-years-old on or before September 1st of 

this year, they need to be enrolled in a public school unless 

exempted

• Being enrolled in a private school exempts them from public 

school attendance

• If your child is 6 on on September 1st , they need to be enrolled 

in a school this fall

What is the Compulsory Attendance Age in California?

Helpful Article



Withdrawing Your Child From School

Parents, whose children are currently 

enrolled in school, should follow steps  in 

this article before taking any action to 

withdraw their children from their current 

school.

Helpful Article



PROS AND CONS OF 
PRIVATE HOMESCHOOL 
OPTIONS IN CALIFORNIA

Private School Satellite Program (PSP)

· Parent does not have to interact with the state, therefore neither the state nor local school 

district has information about the child’s school or location where the education is taking place. 

· Many PSP’s offer help for parents educating their children beyond the private school affidavit.

· Diploma issued might have more credibility. · Might be able to participate in California CIF 

sports competition at the high school level. 

ADVANTAGES



Private School Satellite Program (PSP)

· Parents will generally have to pay for these services.

· Parents are under the authority of the PSP as it relates to their child’s 

education. 

DISADVANTAGES

PROS AND CONS OF 
PRIVATE HOMESCHOOL 
OPTIONS IN CALIFORNIA



A Single-Family Private Homeschool

ADVANTAGES

Parents are in total control of child’s education

DISADVANTAGES

Parents may feel need for some accountability 
and will need to seek out help elsewhere.

PROS AND CONS OF 
PRIVATE HOMESCHOOL 
OPTIONS IN CALIFORNIA



Choose Community

Support Groups
• Great for whole 

family-even Dads!
• Least Expensive
• Encouragement and 

Fellowship
• Park Days
• Mom’s Nights
• Field Trips
• CHEA has a directory
• Start your own!

No One Succeeds Alone!

Choose Community

Co-ops
● Whole family interaction
● Generally Affordable
● Academic Partnership
● Extra Curricular 

Enrichment
● Encouragement and 

Friends

Learning Centers

● Drop off
● Most Expensive
● Least Interactive

○ Be careful you don’t 
lose the heart of 
homeschooling



If You Want To Start Your Own
Single Family Private School…



Requirements For Private Schools

1. School is conducted in English;



• E.C. §30 provides an exception: “…any private school may determine when and under what 

circumstances instruction may be given bilingually. It is the policy of the state to insure the 

mastery of English by all pupils in the schools; provided that bilingual instruction may be 

offered in those situations when such instruction is educationally advantageous to the 

pupils. Bilingual instruction is authorized to the extent that it does not interfere with the 

systematic, sequential, and regular instruction of all pupils in the English language.”

REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING FAMILIES

Teaching Must Be In English?



The goal is bringing the student to 

proficiency in English.       

Parents learning together with the student is a good 

thing!                       

REQUIREMENTS FOR NON-ENGLISH SPEAKING FAMILIES

Teaching Must Be In English?                                                



Requirements For Private Schools

1. School is conducted in English;

2. School is conducted in the day-time;



Requirements For Private Schools



Requirements For Private Schools

1. School is conducted in English;

2. School is conducted in the day-time;

3. Teachers are capable of teaching;



Requirements For Private Schools

1. School is conducted in English;

2. School is conducted in the day-time;

3. Teachers are capable of teaching;

4. Courses of study are those commonly taught in the public schools;



Requirements For Private Schools

1. School is conducted in English;

2. School is conducted in the day-time;

3. Teachers are capable of teaching;

4. Courses of study are those commonly taught in the public schools;

5. Attendance is required to be kept



Requirements For Private Schools

1. School is conducted in English;

2. School is conducted in the day-time;

3. Teachers are capable of teaching;

4. Courses of study are those commonly taught in the public schools;

5. Attendance is required to be kept;

6. Medical Records 



Requirements For Private Schools

1. School is conducted in English;

2. School is conducted in the day-time;

3. Teachers are capable of teaching;

4. Courses of study are those commonly taught in the public schools;

5. Attendance is required to be kept;

6. Medical Records 

7. A private school affidavit is required to be filed annually between October 1 and October 15.



Private School Affidavit

• A private school affidavit is required to be filed annually 

• Between October 1 and October 15.

• This is a notice, not an application.

A Notice – Not an Application



Keeping Required Records
School Records and Student Records

Minimum Requirements

1. School Records

a. Documenting Teacher Capability



Teacher Capability

In preparing a document that outlines your qualifications as a teacher, you should begin to think 
of yourself as an educator . The number one qualification is the fact that you are the parent . If 

you are a credentialed teacher, include that information, but do not be intimidated if you are not a 
state certified teacher .

Nearly all parents are capable to teach their own children . Be creative, but be honest . Put down 
any schooling, high school graduation and above . Include work experience, skills, hobbies, 

interests, and any personal information that adds to your qualifications to teach such as a love of 
traveling and adventure, an inquiring mind, or love of reading, etc . Other qualifications can be 

leader of youth organization, church school teacher, and attendance at educational conferences . 
CHEA of California holds such conferences twice a year . (Schools call this In-Service Training .)

An introduction to Home Education by Susan Beatty pg 65-66

An Introduction to Home Education by Susan Beatty pg 65-66   Published by CHEA

Teacher Compatibility



Teacher Qualifications
(Yes, you are capable)

• Remember God provides for what He requires

• You are the parent

• Your own education-High School, College, Training 
Courses, Skills learned on your own

• Your experience with children-Sunday school, VBS, 
babysitting

• Your Interests-Reading, Travel, Crafting

• Your Work Experience-both employee and 
management or Entrepreneurial 

• Your Personal Traits-Curious, Self-Starter, Organized, 
Friendly, Loving, Determined 



Keeping Required Records
School Records and Student Records

Minimum Requirements

Keeping Required Records

1. School Records

a. Documenting Teacher Capability

b. Documenting Course of Study



Course of Study
Overall as a School-Simple

• Must Cover the Courses of Study as the 
Public Schools

• Parenting Skills in 6-9th grade

• Driver’s Training is an option

• Include Bible

• If you don’t teach them Jesus, what 
does the rest matter?

Course Of Study



Course of Study
Overall as a School-Detailed

Details may help fill out your thinking over 
the years

You can add and take away from this as 
you go

From the CHEA Introduction to Home 
Education Manuel

Course Of Study



Course of Study
Each Student Yearly

Not Required

• You don’t have to do all areas every year or 
the same amounts every year.

• You are not locked into or bound by this

• Make a plan for the year or perhaps a few 
years 

• Peace of mind

• Watch for curriculum sales and freebies

An Introduction to Home Education by Susan 
Beatty pg 218  Published by CHEA

Course Of Study



Keeping Required Records

1. School Records

a. Documenting Teacher Capability

b. Documenting Course of Study

2. Student Cumulative files

a. Documenting Attendance

School Records and Student Records
Minimum Requirements

Keeping Required Records



Documenting 
Attendance

• Just absences!

• What is absent from a homeschool?

• Don’t need to be locked into a number 
of days of school or have a strict 
calendar

• Just record absences!



Keeping Required Records

1. School Records

a. Documenting Teacher Capability

b. Documenting Course of Study

2. Student Cumulative files

a. Documenting Attendance

b. Documenting Medical Records

School Records and Student Records
Minimum Requirements

Keeping Required Records



• Supposed to be done before enrolling 
the first time.

• You can do this at a well-child check or 
make an appointment with your doctor

Medical Exam for School Entry Exam

Medical Records 1 of 2



Medical Records 1 of 2

• If you can exempt your child from the 
exam by filling out a waiver

Medical Exam for School Entry Exam

Medical Records 1 of 2



Medical Records 2 of 2

Vaccine Record “Blue Card”

• Vaccines are not required for students 
enrolled in a home-based private school

• Fill the top part and then as much or as 
little as your family has chosen to 
acquire for your child

• Your doctor will give you a record of the 
vaccines the child has had

Medical Records 2 of 2



Keeping Required Records

1. School Records
a. Documenting Teacher Capability
b. Documenting Course of Study

2. Student CUM files
a. Documenting Attendance
b. Documenting Medical Records

QR  Code for Required Records at fpmca.org

Keeping Required Records



How Can I Afford Private Homeschooling?

• Consider Academics vs. Extracurricular

• Heaviest costs are extras: music lessons, gymnastics, sports, raising 
animals, etc.

• Beware pressure to do too much-so many good and great opportunities

• Kids can work to help pay for things

• Prayerfully consider what God would have you participate in

Remember Our God Provides

How Can I Afford Private Homeschooling?



Tips and Tricks to Save on Costs

What is a normal amount to spend?

Allow yourself a learning curve to curriculum and approaches-you won’t see it 
all on day one.

God provides one year at a time

How to be a Walmart, Thrift Store, Hand-Me-Down Homeschooler

Tips and Tricks to Save on Costs



Tips and Tricks to Save on Costs

• Co-op share resources among the class

• Free give aways

• People giving away curriculum

• Free curriculum and lesson plans online

• Borrow!

• Local Public has books, movies, audio dramas, sheet music, magazines, SAT Prep 
guides etc.

• Support Groups, Co-ops and PSPs often have lending libraries

• Borrow from friends

How to be a Walmart, Thrift Store, Hand-Me-Down Homeschooler

Tips and Tricks to Save on Costs



Tips and Tricks to Save on Costs

• School closing sales are great for furniture

• Used Book sites and stores

• Abe Books, Thrift books, Ebay, Kingdom Builders....

• Used Curriculum Sales in the Spring and Summer

• Discount sites

• Rainbow Resource

• Great sales on basic supplies at the beginning of the traditional school year

• Past Editions are often cheaper than the latest edition

How to be a Walmart, Thrift Store, Hand-Me-Down Homeschooler

Tips and Tricks to Save on Costs



Tips and Tricks to Save on Costs

• Make supplies like flash cards and timelines

• Choose curriculum that passes down well among siblings

• Choose publishers that allow copying within your family

• Treat consumable curriculum as non-consumable

• Cover paperback books with contact paper and make hard-back book covers from paper bags

• Resell curriculum after using.

• Make books and school tools gifts for holidays

How to be a Walmart, Thrift Store, Hand-Me-Down Homeschooler

Tips and Tricks to Save on Costs



Our Partners



Learn More About FPM

Visit FPM’s website to learn more about our mission here 

in California as well as the history of some of the biggest 

battles that we have faced in our 35-year history.

On our website we also have numerous other resources:

• Full video training series and video library

• Legislative updates and analysis

• Event resources

• Resources for effective homeschool advocacy

• Much more!



Sign Up for FPM’s 
Email List

Donate to FPM



Betsy

• Record Keeping

• Teaching Preschool

• Older and Younger Children - Can I 

homeschool them both?

• Choosing Curriculum

• Homeschooling on a Budget

• What's a Budget and how can I get 

one?

• Leadership: Mid-year Checklist

Other Workshops Available
Nathan & Betsy Together

● Intro to Homeschooling

● Encouragement and Strength for 

Leaders Today!

● Homeschool Advocacy for the Next 

Generation

● Getting Your Group for Advocacy

● FPM’s Stories of Victories from 

Legislative Battles in California

● Why I Can’t Ignore the Idea of 

Worldview in My Homeschooling

● Raising Discerning Children in a World 

of Error

● Your Family The Best Advocacy

Nathan

● Legislative Update

● Private Homeschool Law

● Parental & Homeschooling Rights, and 

How To Protect Them

● Charter Schools – Opportunity or 

Hidden Stumbling Block?

● How to Write Letters and Position 

Papers to Your Legislator

● Legislation that Impacts The Family

● Biblical Principles for Life & Politics

● What Does God Say About 

Government & Education?

● Busy Dads – 10 Tips to Engage!


